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Crissy Field. In addition,large salt pond tracts in the South Bayremain under the

ownership of Cargill; certain areas are still manapd for salt produdion and could

incidentally provide habitat for westem snowyplovers, while approximately 600

hectares (1,400 acres) of ponds near Redwood City areno longer in salt production

and provide an opportunity for significantlyincreasing western snowy plover habitat

through active management. If these locations can be managed to encourage

western snowy plover nesting, theymay contribute substantially to meeting the

overall goal of 500 breeding birds in San Francisco Bay. Western snowy plover

management targets for the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project should take

into account the habitat quality and management potential of plover habitat

elsewhere in SanFrancisco Bay to meet overall goals for the recoveryunit.

Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge is currently planning

pilot studies to assess how best to manage salt ponds for high densities of breeding

western snowy plovers. Special management for westem snowy plover may include

intensive control of avian predatms (e.g., California gull colonies, ravens); active

management of water levels to control vegetation, maintain optimal salinity, and

produce brine flies; timing of inundation to avoid flooding nests; and

reconfiguration of shallow salt ponds with isolated islands and furrowed areas.

Locations of managed salt ponds should be planned to minimize the proximity of
western snowy plover populations to landfills, gull colonies, and areas with high

predator densities. Intensive management of salt ponds for western snowyplovers

generally appears feasible, and plovers hare been observed to opportunistically

disperse among sites and use habitat that becomes suitable (V. Bloom in litt.2005),

so we expect relocation of plover nesting concentrdions away from tidal marsh

restoration areas to be possible, bu management sucess should be crefully
evaluated. Those alternatives with greater acreages oftidal marsh restoration (e.g.,

Alternative C at90 percent tidal habitat) would require correspondinglymore

intensive management and reconfiguration of the remaining salt ponds (Philip

Williams & Associates et al.2006), and should be implemented gradually in

conjunction with evaluation of management effectiveness for western snowy

plovers.

Thus, we believe tidal marsh restoration can be compatible with the recoveryof

westem snowy plovers and should not preclude meeting a goal of 500 breeding
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Figure A-5. Recovery Unit 3, San Francisco Bay, California.

San Francisco Bav Locations

-'cA-33 ALAMEDA
,rCA-34

01020EMiles
01020

A-6


